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Twenty-Ninth Sunday YC 16th October 2022. Persistence and determination of 

a widow 

It is often said that Rome was not built in a day: No great work can ever be achieved 

without long and patients’ effort. It took America several years of struggled before 

she gained independent on July 4th, 1776. It took many of our parent’s great 

sacrifices and patience to enable us to be what we are today; breastfeeding us, 

cleaning our mess, and spending time to feed us gently. And it took a good student 

rigorous Study to pass an examination. It will also take us a great sacrifice to attend 

the salvific vision. The case of the window in the gospel is a clear example of how 

everyone would gain salvation, irrespective of our perfections or imperfections. This 

story was narrated by Jesus to his disciples, reminding them of the need to pray 

without getting tired. 

Many of us are tired of praying, we have given up on our troubles, and even now, 

we are accusing God of allowing us to suffer! You hear people saying, where is God 

when my relations languish in the hospital? Where was He when I lost my love once, 

and why did he allow bad things to happen to us? All these are questions that people 

often ask when they become weary in prayer. It’s not enough to pray; we must persist 

and trust in God. Let us look at the situation of the widow: 

We know a widow is one who lost her husband: losing a husband makes a widow 

powerless; she has power because of her husband present; apart from that, women 

in the Jewish setting we’re not regarded as important people therefore, they can not 

speak in the court except their husbands. Perhaps this widow has no children, she is 

poor and have not enough money to bribe a lawyer (grease the wheels of Justice). 

That’s why she had to visit this lawyer at home to beg him for assistance. Of course, 

someone must have done something wrong to her, though details were not given, 

probably she ended some money to someone, and the person refuse to refund the 

money and she needed it badly to use for food stuff. That’s why she summoned 

courage to see this bad judge who neither fear God nor respected any human being.  

This Judge must have been murmuring and soliloquizing, who gave this widow the 

audacity, the temerity, effrontery, the insolence etc. to come to my house or in front 

of his friends or in a marketplace crying for help? (He blew up all the grammar 

associated with lawyers). But since this woman persistently asking me, without 

nervous despite that I am bad a Judge. Let me assist her to get justice because of the 

seriousness of her case, otherwise she would not let me rest. 
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This widow represents every one of us, and her method of seeking justice what 

should be our method of prayer. There are times when we too are burdened down 

with cares, worries, fears and troubles. During those times, it may seem that every 

circumstance of life is loaded against us. There may be the temptation to say, “Why 

pray any longer?” Especially after we have prayed and prayed and prayed about 

some matter and nothing happens.  

Let us learn the lesson that God’s time is the best! Scripture says, “Be still and know 

that I am God” (Ps 46:10). Prophet Isaiah said, “Don't think that the LORD is too 

weak to save you or too deaf to hear your call for help!” 59:1 Like the widow, we 

must continue to cry until we are heard (Lk 18:1-8). Like the friend in the gospel of 

Luke 11: 5-13, we must continue to knock until the door is opened. Our perseverance 

will always yield fruit. Jesus says, “As bad as you are, you know how to give good 

things to your children. How much more then will the Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him” (Lk 11:13). God hold the key to our lives and to every 

problem of our life. We only need perseverance in prayer. Prophet Jeremiah said, 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Let us not be afraid of 

coming to meet God. The widow, by standard, was not worthy of disturbing the 

lawyer, but she went beyond the culture and insisted on what she needed; we, like 

her, must not allow the devil to deceive us when he reminds us that we are sinners 

and God will not hear us. In our first reading, Moses lifted his hand as a sign of trust 

and focused their problems on God, and the Israelites were victorious. Challenges 

are not the end of life, just as a bend in the road is not the end of the road. God is not 

like the bad Judge, but if the bad Judge was able to do something good, how much 

more our heavenly Father will do to all those who come to him with their heavy 

burdens? 

Many of you have been praying and are even tired of praying. Some among us are 

angry with God, don’t be angry with God; use the acronym P.U.S.H. pray until 

something happens. St. Paul said in our second reading be persistent whether it is 

convenient or inconvenient, just as Moses lifted his hands even though it 

inconvenienced him. Still, he believes their help comes from the Lord, who made 

heaven and earth as proclaimed by the psalmist. The challenge to us today is, if the 

Lord comes, will he find us ready? 

 

 


